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The Wise Brolga and the Digital Dingo in Paradise and
accompanying educational toolkit supports the development of
early online safety skills to enhance help-seeking behaviours by
using storytelling, metaphor, and culturally grounded examples.
It is designed to be delivered in a variety of settings such as in
the classroom, in small groups, or yarning circle formats. 

This resource was developed to support adults working with
children in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.

This resource supports the inclusion of local culture and families
to offer children a safe, supportive space to have conversations
about digital behaviour and online environments. 

Overview and background information 
The Wise Brolga and the Digital Dingo in Paradise and
accompanying educational toolkit is designed to introduce
readers to foundational concepts of online safety, the
importance of trusted adults, and the value of Aboriginal
cultural knowledge to prevent online child sexual exploitation. 

About this resource 

                                Pre-lesson information
The content in this toolkit contains themes of online child sexual exploitation
and may lead to disclosures. Professionals should ensure they know and follow
their mandatory reporting procedures and offer appropriate support as
needed. A link to a list of support services can be found at the end of this
resource. 



 

Australia is home to one of the world’s oldest and most diverse
living cultures. Across more than 250* distinct First Nations
language groups, animals are not simply creatures of the natural
world. They are ancestral beings, Dreaming custodians, totemic
identities, and carriers of Law. Their significance is place-specific,
community-specific, and often held within protocols of cultural
authority that extend far beyond what any published resource can
fully represent.

The animals appearing in this story have been created as
contemporary, fictional characters for the purpose of delivering an
online safety message to children. They are not intended to
represent, replicate, draw upon, or speak to the specific Dreaming,
totemic, or ceremonial significance that any of these animals may
hold for particular First Nations peoples, communities, or language
groups across Australia and, specifically, across the Northern
Territory.

Educators are encouraged to be mindful that children and families
in their care may hold deep cultural, spiritual, or familial
relationships with the animals depicted in this resource. These
connections are living and deserving of respect. Where any content
in this resource intersects with the cultural knowledge, beliefs, or
protocols of the communities you serve, educators are encouraged
to consult with local Elders, Aboriginal Community Liaison Officers,
or relevant cultural authority holders prior to and during delivery.

This resource was developed in respectful relationship with First
Nations community members and is offered in the spirit of keeping
children safe, a commitment shared across all cultures and
communities.

The AFP/ACCCE acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the
lands on which this resource was developed and delivered, and pays
respect to Elders past and present. 

*URL: aiatsis.gov.au/explore/languages-alive

A Note to Educators: 
Animals, Culture and Country

https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/languages-alive


 

Content and activities within this toolkit are age-appropriate
and aligned to the Australian Curriculum V9. Themes of online
child sexual exploitation are addressed for the purpose of
preventing harm and promoting safeguarding behaviours such
as the importance of seeking support from trusted adults.
Opportunities for debriefing, discussion, and disclosure must
be made available, especially in settings with vulnerable
cohorts. 

Online child sexual exploitation is the use of technology or the
internet to facilitate the sexual abuse of a child, including the
production and sharing of child sexual abuse material online.
This includes online grooming, consuming child abuse material,
and coercing and blackmailing children for sexual purposes
(commonly referred to as sextortion). 

Any of the above offences may present as the below
behaviours:

Engaging a child in sexual conversation 
Sending nude or sexualised images to a child 
Engaging in sexualised behaviour with a child via
livestream
Asking or encouraging a child to view sexual content 
Coercing, threatening or blackmailing a child into
performing sexual acts or sharing sexual images 
Creating, sharing or showing indecent images of
children, including AI generated child abuse
material

Themes explored within this resource: 
Unsafe interactions 
Online vs in-person friends 
Personal information and privacy 
The internet and connected devices 
The importance of trusted adults and Elder guidance



Possible signs may include:
Sudden, increased or secretive internet use 
Unexplained new possessions, gifts, or money 
Changes in online routines or attitudes towards
online activities 
Becoming withdrawn, upset, or more private about
what they are doing online 
Opening or using new bank accounts, or unusual
transfers of money (in cases of financial sextortion) 

Advice for parents and carers: 
Stay calm and seek to understand the situation 
Trust your instincts if something feels wrong, start
a conversation
Reassure children they are not in trouble, and their
devices will not be taken away 
Encourage open discussion to help them feel safe to
disclose concerns and seek support 

There is no single clear sign that a child may be a victim of
online child sexual exploitation, and in many cases, it can be
difficult to detect. Offenders are skilled manipulators and may
make children feel ashamed or fearful of getting into trouble,
which can lead them to keep their experiences secret.
Importantly, children and young people are never to blame for
becoming victims.

Offenders manipulate their victims into believing they are
willingly engaging in these exchanges. Offenders may make the
child feel special and encourage them to keep their actions a
secret. Alternatively, offenders can convince the child that they
will be in trouble if they tell anyone to deter them from seeking
help and further enabling the cycle of abuse.

Signs of online child sexual exploitation 

Disclosing online child sexual exploitation takes courage, 
and supportive, non-judgemental responses are critical. 



Resource Structure 

Delivery Format: 
Five structured lessons and activities 
Offers integration of Top End Tiwi Region
language alongside English 

Due to the nature of the themes discussed in the toolkit, the
reading of The Wise Brolga and the Digital Dingo in Paradise
picture book and completion of the accompanying lessons
are intended to be adult-led to allow children to ask
questions or seek help if needed.

These lessons use Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and
differentiation to make lessons accessible to all children.
UDL guides the lesson structure by recognising diverse
learning styles and offering flexible ways to engage,
understand, and express knowledge. Differentiation
supports this by adjusting complexity, language, and
cultural relevance, using tools like visual supports, bilingual
options, and yarning circle discussions. 

Together, these approaches ensure every child, including
those with varied cognitive, cultural, or social needs, can
access key concepts, while allowing educators to tailor
lessons to their classroom and community context.



Learning objectives 
Equip children with: 

Knowledge of the importance of privacy online 
Awareness of the differences between online and in-
person friends
Confidence to seek help and build a trusted adult
safety network
Understanding of online safety, including safe vs
unsafe behaviours
Cultural grounding through Aboriginal knowledge
systems, identity, and Elder guidance

Learning outcomes
Children will be able to:

Distinguish between safe and unsafe interactions
Identify their trusted adults using the “Safe Five”
approach
Develop culturally grounded strategies for staying
safe online
Reflect on the differences between in-person and
online friends
Create safe usernames and avatars that protect
privacy and personal information

Links to Australian Curriculum V9 
Learning areas: Health & Physical Education and
Digital Technologies
General capabilities: Critical & Creative Thinking,
Personal & Social Capability, Digital Literacy
Cross-curriculum priorities: Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Histories and Culture, Sustainability 

Learning objectives, outcomes and curriculum links 



8 Ways of Aboriginal learning framework
1.  Story Sharing
2.  Learning Maps
3.  Symbols and Images
4.  Land Links
5.  Non-verbal Learning
6.  Non-linear Thinking
7.  Deconstruct/Reconstruct 
8.  Community Links

The Northern Territory Indigenous Languages and Cultures
curriculum
 The cultural knowledge organised across three strands: 

Country/Land
People and Kinship
Natural Environment

Toolkit contents
Included resources:

Toolkit overview and background information
Lesson 1: The digital billabongs
Lesson 2: Safe adults 
Lesson 3:Tricksters in the digital bush
Lesson 4: Smart usernames and avatars
Lesson 5: In-person vs online friends



If you or someone you know is impacted by child sexual abuse,
including historical child sexual abuse, or online child sexual
exploitation, there are support services available. These services
are available to help, listen and support.

Reporting 
If you believe a child is in immediate danger, contact
triple zero (000)
For non-emergency situations that still require a timely
response, contact your local police station on 131 444
To make an anonymous report, contact Crimestoppers
on 1800 333 000

 Reports of online child sexual exploitation can be made to:
Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation
(ACCCE) via the Report Abuse button on the ACCCE
website (accce.gov.au)
ThinkUKnow website (thinkuknow.org.au) or Australian
Federal Police website (afp.gov.au)

Where to get help and support 

All reports made are assessed by the AFP



Help and support 

The ACCCE website hosts a tailored list of support services for
individuals or families affected by online child sexual
exploitation. 

For more information and access to these services, please visit:
accce.gov.au/help-and-support/who-can-help

Support for families:
 
Australian Capital Territory
accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-australian-
capital-territory

New South Wales
accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-new-south-
wales

Northern Territory
accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-northern-
territory

Queensland 
accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-queensland

South Australia 
accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-south-australia

Tasmania 
accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-tasmania

Victoria 
accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-victoria

Western Australia 
accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-western-
australia

Contact and resource access
To learn more about what you can do to help
prevent online child sexual exploitation visit
ThinkUKnow.org.au
For further resources or assistance, contact the
online-child-safety@afp.gov.au
Printable worksheets and materials are available
within the resource

https://www.accce.gov.au/help-and-support/who-can-help
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https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-australian-capital-territory
https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-australian-capital-territory
https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-new-south-wales
https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-new-south-wales
https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-northern-territory
https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-northern-territory
https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-queensland
https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-south-australia
https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-tasmania
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https://www.accce.gov.au/help-support/support-services/support-families-western-australia
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